
 

 

 

 

HONORS 10 ENGLISH 

SUMMER READING 2023-2024 

Welcome to your sophomore honors English course, for 2023-2024! Prior to the first day of school, you 

are to complete the summer reading assignment. The assignment requires you to read one novel and to 

complete a couple of tasks as you read the selection. These tasks are due for the first day of school.  

REQUIRED TEXT: 

The first part of your assignment will require you to read:  

1984 (by George Orwell) 

There are various versions of the novel published by Signet Classics. However, as long as you have a 

full version of the novel, I am good with whatever publication you purchase.  

ASSIGNMENT: 

Part I: Vocabulary (40 Points) 

From the novel, please record 20 unfamiliar or challenging words that appear in the text, noting the 

page number on which the word appears. Provide a dictionary definition for each word, along with 

the part of speech, three synonyms, and three antonyms. Then, write a sentence explaining how 

knowing the definition of that word helps you understand what is occurring in the story is.  

PLEASE NOTE: Neglecting to complete this version of the assignment because you believe that you 

already understand every word in the novel is not an appropriate response. If you feel the vocabulary 

is not challenging in the novel, then select twenty terms you believe might be challenging for others. 

Failure to complete the vocabulary will result in a zero for this section of your assignment. 

Part II: Quotations/Key Passages (50 Points) 

For the novel, you should find twenty quotations or key passages that reflect an essential element of the 

novel. Copy each quote or passage word for word. Include quotation marks, the speaker’s name (if it is a 

direct quote) and the page number(s). Then, explain the relevance or importance of the selected 

quotation. How does it relate to the work as a whole? Does it illustrate the novel’s theme, reveal 

character traits, or depict a plot twist? How does the quote/passage connect to our current society and 

culture? Be as specific as possible and be sure to explain your choice and reasoning.  



 Quotations and passages should be distributed evenly throughout the whole novel. 

 Note the specific page numbers responded to (even if several pages)  

 Selected quotes are relevant to the actions/motivations of the characters, to the theme, or to the 

plot of the story.  

 Avoid plot summary in your responses to the quotes/passages you have selected. Your task is 

to analyze the importance/relevance of the quotes/passages  

 Make connections to the novel and the current state or condition of society (in 2023).  

You may handwrite your quotations and key passages in a notebook. If you handwrite your passages 

and responses, please be sure it is organized and legible. Alternatively, you may type them and print 

them for the first day of school. If you choose to type out your work, please do so on a Word or Google 

Doc. Your document should be a standard font, size 12 point, and double-spaced.  

I look forward to working with each of you. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach 

out. My email is syoder@ldsd.org. Please enjoy your summer and stay healthy, safe, and well!   
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